December 2006

By Julie Johansson, Substitute Committee Chair

It will be exactly two weeks from today that perbgu
and your relatives or friends will gather together
spending quality time eating turkey dinner, opening
presents, taking a walk, or maybe skiing, or pdgsib
sitting under a palm tree soaking up the southemn s
Whatever the case may be, the Spirit of Christrmas i
here. Where you ask? Itis in the stories of Gimas’
past, in yuletide carollers spreading good chéteis
found in the bustling cities, in a tiny village ¢hh, or
on the pure sands of a white beach. It sits wighi
beggar’s heart. It lies within the orpbasoul. It brings
hope to the addicted and afflicted. It lifts the
impoverished. It is a smile, a chuckle or a hekatgh.
It breathes sincerity and has open arms to hudhalt
the lost and cold. The spirit of Christmas isdtirthat
wish to rejoice in love and peace. It spreads good
tidings to all. May the Spirit of Christmas be kwitou
and your family during this holiday season.

Substitute Teachers’ Meeting Substitute Teachers will be sponsored
Attwell Building by the local to attend Teachers’ Conference.
Monday, January'3 Books will be handed out at the ATA office.
4:10 p.m. A sign-in duotang is provided to ensure you

received a booklet. Otherwise the cost for
*Teachers’ Convention booklets another booklet is $5.00

will be available three weeks
prior to convention.




I

Our last substitute teachers meeting was
held at the Attwell Building on
December #. There was a great turn
out once again! Phone calling has
proven to be one of the best ways to
make contact with our substitute
teachers. We have set up a calling
committee of four or five subs to make
the workload less since we do have 150
substitute teachers on the list. Phone
calling is done when there are important
events occurring. Apparently, many
substitute teachers welcome the
reminder regarding the monthly meeting.

Our local president, Bev Witzke, gave us
an unexpected but very welcomed visit
at our December meeting. She informed
us that on occasion she attends different
meetings held within the local. We
would like to thank Bev for her presence
at this meeting.

There has been discussion with regards
to a suggestion made by one of the
substitute teachers requesting a letter be
written about postings. It was
unanimously voted by all substitutes in

attendance at November’s meeting to
write a letter. Having Bev at our meeting
was fruitful as many substitute teachers
were able to ask their questions and
voice their concerns to her directly. She
informed all the substitute teachers as
well as myself at Executive meeting this
month that there is a proper process by
which the letter can be reviewed voicing
substitute teachers’ concern.

The process is to take it to working
conditions if | stand correct. The letter

is then discussed and voted upon by that
committee. It is either accepted or
rejected. This initiated another concern
raised by the substitute teachers was that
their concerns may not get past a certain
point and ultimately the concern dies on
the table.

| have great faith that the concerns of the
substitute teachers will be heard by those
who represent us. Faith is hope for
things one can’t see immediately. My
view is that we must follow the correct
process and let he process takes its
course.
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Teachers’ Convention provides an unparalleled opportunity for collaboration and learning. Whether it takes place
during a session, in discussions with a colleague or through meeting new people, teachers’ convention provides the
perfect chance to celebrate learning.

Teachers’ Convention is a closed convention. By this we mean that it is two days of professional development put on
by teachers, for teachers and paid for by teacher’s contributions through their ATA dues. This is a time for teachers
to learn new ideas, try new concepts, invest in new materials for their classrooms and their students, and network
with colleagues from across our five member locals in Southern Alberta.

A reminder for all teachers, your brochure is your entrance pass to all sessions at convention. This allows our chair
people know that you are a teacher from one of our five member locals or a paid attendant. This practice will address
concerns that non-teachers fill up sessions thus causing paid attendees to miss out on valuable learning
opportunities.

It is our hope that as you continue your personal “Journey in Education” that you find laughter and enjoyment as you
learn and collaborate with your colleagues at convention. Enjoy!

Sincerely,

Kelly Schmidt

SWATCA President
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South Western Alberta Teachers' Convention Association ATA Office

108th Annual Convention will be held on February 22-23, Phone: 320-5531

2007. The theme is “ Journey's in Education” and our office@ataleth.org (e-mail)
Opening Keynote Speaker is Dr. Martin Brokenleg. www.ataleth.org (web site)

The closing keynote speaker is Bill Gordon.

Websites

[ | SWATCA
http://swatca.horizon.ab.ca
[ | Christmas traditions
http://wilstar.net/xmas/xmassymb|.
htm

B Quebec Carnival
www.carnival.gc.ca

B Christmas Around the World

www.caslt.org/research/christmas4.htm




Santa's sleigh slides on slick snow.
Bobby brings bright bells.

Running reindeer romp 'round red wreaths.
Tiny Timmy trims the tall tree with tinsel.
Chilly chipper children cheerfully chant.

Paul's presents present perticular problems placed parallel to pink poinsettias.
Eleven elves licked eleven little licorice lollipops.
Santa's sack sags slightly.
Ten tiny tin trains toot ten times.
Santa stuffs Stephie's striped stocking.
Comet cuddles cute Christmas kittens carefully.

Kids' Interpretations of Christmas Carol Lyrics
- Deck the Halls with Buddy Holly.
- We three kings of porridge and tar.
- On the first day of Christmas my tulip gave to me.
- Later on we'll perspire, as we dream by the fire.
- He's makin' a list, chicken and rice.
- Noel. Noel, Barney's the king of Israel.
- With the jelly toast proclaim.
- Olive, the other reindeer.
- Sleep in heavenly peas.
- In the meadow we can build a snowman, Then pretend that he is
sparse and brown.
- You'll go down in Listerine.
- Oh, what fun it is to ride with one horse, soap and hay.
- O come, froggy faithful.
- You'll tell Carol, "Be a skunk, I require."
- Good tidings we bring to you and your kid.




st for a Laugh

It was Christmas Eve and Ron had still not bought anything for his
wife for Christmas. So, on his way home, he stopped at that famous
department store, Macy's.

I'll just get her some nice perfume, he thought, as he entered the
store. Walking up to the perfume counter, Ron said, "I'm looking
for a nice perfume for my wife for Christmas."

The cosmetics clerk said, "Certainly, we have several very fine
perfumes.” And she proceeded to show him a bottle of "Elegance”,
$75 an ounce.

"That's a bit out of my price range," Ron said.

The clerk returned a moment later with another perfume, "Leave
Him Wondering", for only $35 an ounce.

"That's still quite a lot," he grumbled.

So the clerk brought out a bottle of "Smells Like Heaven", only $20
an ounce.

At this, Ron grew a bit angry. "Geez," he exclaimed, "Can't you
show me something real cheap?"

+RZ GRHVY 6DQWD &ODXV WDNH SKIRWRV"
'LWK KLV 1RUWK 3ROH DURLG

:KDW GLG $GDP VD\ RQ WKH GD\ EHIRUH
W V &KULVWPDV (YH

+RZ GR VKHHS VvD\ OHUU\ &KULVWRPDV LQ
JOHHFH 1DYLGDG

&KU
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'KLFK UHLQGHHU QHHGV WR PLQG|KLV PPQQ]

5XGH ROSK

:KDW GR \RX FDOO D JURXS RI FKHVV IDQDW|

DERXW WKHLU JDPHV LQ D KRWHO| OREE\"

&KHVV QXWV ERDVWLQJ LQ DQ RSHQ IR\HiU

:KDW GLG WKH GRJ EUHHGHU JHW|(ZKHQ MKH

,ULVK 6HWWHU ZLWK D 3RLQWHU DW &KU
$ SRLQWVHWWHU

Why does Santa Claus go down the chimney on
Christmas Eve?
Because it soots him.

What do you call Santa with
no money?
St. Nickel-less

In response, the clerk handed him a mirror.

'LG \RX KHDU \RX NQRZ ZKR JRW D QRVH MRE"

+H VKRXWY DOO RXU QDPHV DORXWKHD QP M KLQWHK HENY RBBAR/ ZKLFK RQH LV ZKLFK™"

LVW




A Lawsuit against Santa

&+,&%$*2 7KH $PHULFDQ &LYLO /LEHGWLRS DBQWR(Q

LW ZDV EULQJLQJ D ODZVXLW DRDDIWLVR @D RW [
WKH FLYLO ULJKWV Rl FKLOGUHQ $® BRRY N SR
VWDWHG WKDW 0U &ODXV KDV HHHQNYWROD
SULYDF\ DQG KDV EHHQ SXWW LlY@N W KDW DG IR
7KH LQIRUPDWLRQ LV WKHQ XVH®WER WKBUODZ
&0DXV RUJDQL]DWLRQ WR GHWHR@VQEHIKHGK
QDXJKW\ RU QLFH

W LV REYLRXV 0U &ODXV KDVUMLUR&IVWBE BHK
KDYH DOOHJHG LQ RXU VXLW E HRFDKHAH FRR PB B
LQIRUPDWLRQ ZH KDYH REWD L GO U, Q &ID®G MWK
HQJDJLQJ LQ PLQG FRQWURO H[SMHDRH@WM B
H[SUHVVLRQ Rl EHOLHIV

$PRQJ WKH GRFXPHQWYV SUHV HQ WH/GDWRH VK £
UHDGV LQ SDUW

<RX EHWWHU ZDWFK RXW

<RX EHWWHU QRW FU\

<RX EHWWHU QRW SRXW

, P WHOOLQJ \RX ZK\

6DQWD &ODXV LV FRPLQJ WR WRZQ

+H VHHV \RX ZKHQ \RX DUH VOHHSLQJ

+H NQRZV ZKHQ \RX UH DZDNH

+H NQRZV ZKHQ \RX YH EHHQ EDG RU JRRG
6R EH JRRG IRU JRRGQHVYV VDNH

0U 6FURRJH FODLPHG WKH GRFXPBIQRUKBY R
WKH GLVWULEXWLRQ GHSDUWRR@W RD6ID ULV [
VKRZV D FRQFHUWHG DWW HP S WKW R GAHVQV WIRF
IUHH H[SUHVVLRQ DQG IUHH WH PX}K WR QE H\GWH

DERXW WKH VHFEXULW\ RI WKH HQWKH DWWV RQWY|

VXFK D GDWDEDVH EHLQJ PDGH Q YROU FPOHDREHDHWW,
DIJHQFLHVY DURXQG WKH ZRUOG"

/DZ\HUV DW WKH -XVWLFH DOVRIFRQUIHUPHG W
LQYHVWLIDWLQJ WKH SRVVLELVOK M F R/IKID R |00
YDVW FRQVSLUDF\ DJDLQVW FKLOIGRRPQ QR
WKH -XVWLFH '"HSDUWPHQW VWDWHGQXREWU R
SDUHQWV PLQLVWHUVY DQG WI\D EKNUQ HMM CL
ZH H[SHFW VHYHUDO RI WKHPHZLQ QJMWWMXWQ I\RI
D OLJKWHU VHQWHQFH
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,Q DGGLWLRQ WKH VDPH VRXUWRH\HY QG 1B DRI

E\ WKH '"HSDUWPHQW DQG WKH )%, RQ SRV
VPXJJOLQJ RQ WKH SDUW RI 0U QGRWXV | 2
VKRZ 0U &ODXV RU DQ\ RQH H GBW LSDA | R)
WD[HV RQ DQ\ LWHPV KH KDV GHOKBMUHG
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV LQ DOO RHWEKIHD b MNDH
VKRXOG KDYH WR SD\ VWDWH WRE ORRGO
/DZ\HUV IRU 0U &ODXV VWDWHG/87BRHHFK I
DEVXUG OU &ODXV LV D ZHOO RMRZ QLDX)
+LV VXSSRUWHUYV DUH IURP DURXQIBJI W HRH
ORYH DQG UHVSHFW FDQ LQ QRIZBLQEH

FRQWURO RU D YLRODWLRQ@ ®RUMKH FLJL
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SDUHQWY PLQLVWHUV DQG WHYDEHULWY PWWH L
DQG ZH H[SHFW VHYHUDO RI V6KMHDRVAL D@ WHWV X
IRUD OLIJKWHU VHQWHQFH , @ HDVG IGQ @/LLRRBW A\VG:

SDUDOOHO LQYHVWLJIJDWLRQ E\ ,WVRKHSR
FKDUJHV RI VPXJJOLQJ RQ WKH BHBRURIVO
QRW VKRZ 0U &ODXV RU DQ\ R@®RH WO
WD[HV RQ DQ\ LWHPV KH KDV GHOKBMUHG
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHYV LQ DOO RIHWEKIHD b MNDHV
VKRXOG KDYH WR SD\ VWDWH W®E ORRGO
GHOLYHUYV

7KH ODZVXLW LV FRPSOLFDWHEBVELW®RWD
UHVLGHQW RI WKH 8QLWHG 6 W R MWKV WKIHD
8QLWHG 6WDWHYVY FXUUHQWO\ KD Y VD R OHN QA
ZKHUH OU &ODXV LV DW WKH RRRKHQW KX
RXW DW KLV 1RUWK 3ROH HVWDWH

,Q D EULHI VWDWHPHQW UHDGMWDLIGLV ,0|D &
WKH FKDUJHV RI WKH $&/8 DEVXWGZDQG |BH
UHMHFWHG E\ WKH FRXUWV $V |[RAHDOQNM |FH
WKH -XVWLFH '"HSDUWPHQW ZLOMmVGYVFRY

([SHUWV DUH XQFHUWDLQ ZKDWRSR\RMEICH
SHQGLQJ FKDUJHV PLJKW KDYH RQUDW HEY
WKLV \HDU

Taken from Santanet.com
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